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Brother Gabriel's missionary zeal

Missionary dynamism always starts from the encounter
with Jesus. Such is the deepest conviction expressed in
the exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium” from its first words:
“The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of those
who encounter Jesus.”

Brother Gabriel Taborin followed this same line when
he exhorted his first followers: “We have often told you
that your vocation is a form of apostolate and that you must
show zeal for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.
That zeal should animate everyone, dear Brothers, so that,
moved by that divine fire, you desire and strive to com-
municate it to the youth entrusted to your care. Zeal cannot
remain idle; It is like fire, which is never at rest. Try, there-
fore, to the extent of your powers, to seek the means to be
useful to souls and try to instill that same zeal in your Broth-
ers. You will lead them to goodness and virtue more by
your actions than by your words, in imitation of Jesus
Christ, of whom Saint Luke says that he first began to do
and then to teach” (Circular N°18, 1861).

We have many testimonies of the numerous activities
that Gabriel promoted in his parish of origin, both as a
teacher at school and in catechism, in the animation of litur-
gical celebrations and in many other initiatives aimed at
animating the Christian community. Already as a Brother in
a parish to which he was sent, people exclaimed: "They
have not sent us a teacher but a missionary; if only you
would hear him speak!" And Brother Gabriel carried out all
his activities with an ardent and missionary approach.

Later, when as Superior he had the responsibility of en-
couraging the Brothers, he frequently reminded them of
the meaning of their activities: “God has called us as mis-
sionaries, to work in the world.”

The mission can be carried out in the activities and
common places of life, but there is also the possibility of
being sent to other countries, to witness and bring the
message of the Gospel in other cultures. He told a Bishop:
“How blessed it-would be if any of our Brothers were to
work under his wise direction in the field of the Father of
the Family that has fallen to his lot and to carry the good
smell of Christ beyondithe seas.”
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The missionary development of the Institute

After a first failed attempt at a missionary foundation in the United States carried out in the
time of Brother Gabriel (1854), the decades that followed the death of the Founder, saw the
continuity and development of our Communities in France, especially in rural areas.

In 1889 the Institute founded a first community in Montevideo (Uruguay). It is the beginning
of the irradiation of the Congregation in Latin America that will spread quite quickly to Argen-
tina (1908). In the New World, the Brothers created a good number of educational centers as
a means of human promotion and evangelization of young people in quite diversified cultural
contexts and in sometimes difficult conditions.

At the beginning of the 20t century, the persecution against religious in France caused a
serious crisis in the Institute but also offered the opportunity for foundations in Tunisia (1902),
in Italy (1903) and in Spain (1909). In these last two countries the Brothers, together with many
lay collaborators, have developed their mission in the field of Christian education and in col-
laboration with parishes.

In 1958 the missionary presence of the Brothers in Africa began through the merger with
the “Brothers of the Holy Family of Ouagadougou” (Burkina Faso). The African Brothers today
constitute an important group that works in a dozen general and technical schools, in cate-
chist schools, in social activity and reception centers. From that country they have spread to
lvory Coast (1994), Benin (2007) and Ghana (2016). Since 2021 they are also in Angola.
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Zeal and passion to evangelize

During the year 2023, Pope Francis has given a series of catechesis in the Wednesday audi-
ences on “The passion for evangelization: the apostolic zeal of the believer.” The words
“passion” and “zeal” are presented as characteristics that today's evangelization must have.
This is how he defines apostolic zeal: “it is the readiness to spread the Gospel. This attitude is

an impulse, a taking the initiative, a going first. Do not miss the opportunities to announce the
Gospel” (Audience April 12, 2023).

Saint Paul VI said that zeal for evangelization springs from holiness, it springs from the heart
that is full of God ( EN , 76). Evangelization is not talking or preaching, it requires the involve-
ment of the whole person and requires connection with the sources that give life, which are
none other than Christ and his Spirit. We must show Whom we follow primarily for who we are.
Today's evangelizer must necessarily be well grounded in his roots to provide a force that
emerges with spontaneity, conviction and coherence; This is the necessary passion.
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We will live missionary passion if we communicate something of which we are convinced,
that gives meaning to our lives and that we believe is positive for other people and for the
world as a whole. This will lead us to live evangelization with true passion.

Apollo, the companion of Saint Paul, had arrived in Ephesus and the text says that “he was a
very eloquent speaker and very knowledgeable in the Scriptures. They had taught him the
way of the Lord and he spoke about Him with great enthusiasm” (Acts 18:25). The word enthu-
siasm comes from the Greek ” entheos ” which means God within, so enthusiasm literally
means “God in us.” Therefore, the truly enthusiastic person is the one who acts and speaks be-
cause he or she is full of God.

This is the passion and irresistible enthusiasm that the apostles, martyrs and saints had
throughout history. It is the passion that Saint Paul lived “The love of Christ urges me” (2Cor
5:14), for this love he was willing to give his life. There is nothing that stops a man with ardor,
with passion, in love, like Saint Paul was. Just as, nothing stopped Brother Gabriel in his mis-
sion: neither failures, nor political circumstances, nor human temptations, nor the difficulties of
being a lay religious in a clerical Church. We too can feed the passion and zeal for evangeliza-
tion from the example of Brother Gabriel.

a

Bro. Fco. Javier Hernando
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| am also a missionary today ...

Traditionally, when we talk about a “missionary,” we think of a person who leaves his land, his country, and goes
to another country, generally to a “developing” country; These countries are also sometimes called “mission

countries.”

selves in all the regions of the earth in a « permanent state of mission”
including Western countries of Christian tradition. Today we bring some testimonies from mem-

"mission land”,

What are the mission countries today? The Evangelii Gaudium reminds us: “Let us constitute our-

(EG 25). Therefore the whole world is

bers of the Sa-Fa Family who in such different countries are authentic “missionaries” with their lives.

... En Africa

"l am a Brother from Burkina Faso who has never been a missionary
in another country. But | feel like a true missionary here. | am a mis-
sionary, | bring the Good News when | am with children and young
people in class. As are my Brothers who work in the Catechist
Schools, in human and social development projects, taking care of
the health of women and children in the Medical Centre and in
many more services. My hands, our hands today are the hands of
Jesus who heals, teaches, accompanies...”

A Burkinabe Brother, missionary in Burkina

.. In América
"Of the children of the world, always friends.” | am a Missionary
Childhood Animator in my country, Uruguay... a missionary since |
was young and | love it! | love to serve, to bring the Word; transmit
this love that God has for me and sustains me. Doing a mission and
being a mission can be done both in your country and in another.
Today in Salto - Uruguay, we prepare, we pray, experience, mission
and celebrate, both in our school and in the neighbourhoods where
we go, we share the message, games, dances, songs that make the
encounter an incredible experience with Jesus. Dare to live the mis-
sion in your place. “With Jesus and Mary, missionaries all day long!”
Fernanda Mastoros. Uruguay
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... In Asia

“Being a missionary is never a loss, but a gain. As a missionary | have
gained a lot: knowledge, faith experiences, languages, teachings,
people... Sometimes some sacrifices are necessary: challenges to
face, new situations, culture... Today in the Philippines, tomorrow
wherever God wants... God’s plan is hidden. Everyone where they
live is a missionary... The mission is “going out”, but essentially
"coming out of oneself”fand in the name of Jesus, giving oneself to
others.., inithe mission.

Brother Bosco. Philippines

... In Europe

“Being missionaries today in Europe,
traditionally Christian, is a necessary
challenge that requires pastoral crea-
tivity” (Pope Francis).

The work carried out jointly by the Ani-
maSafa Team with the Sa-Fa pastoral
of France and Spain, has questioned
us about the meaning of a proposal
for Christian initiation within the
school reality. We often meet people
far from a daily life of faith.

The essential thing is that each meet-
ing is an educational and evangelizing
opportunity, and that faith is “an adult
thing”, so the proposals we make go
through children and young people to
reach their parents.

A qualitative event that was a cause for
hope was the meeting with a mother
at a formative moment. She confided
to me that she and her husband, athe-
ists by choice, decided to take the
path driven by the enthusiasm with
which their daughter brought home
the human and Christian formation
activities carried out at school.
Furthermore, the encounters and ex-
periences lived together between the
Spanish and ltalian young people of
the “Sa-Fa Family” have always been
rich in fraternity. It is interesting to dis-
cover how, although geographically
distant, in a moment one really feels
part of a family, of a dream, of a char-
ism that can be a "missionary sign of
the times”.

| believe that the Spirit invites us to be
adults in the Church, responsible, cre-
ative and committed, who know how
to share "by contagion” the joy and

gift of faith received.

Diego Cravero. Italy
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