BROTHERS OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Message to the Sa-Fa Family

At Brother Gabriel’s party, November 2025

N

Rome, 1 November 2025

Dear Brothers, members of the Nazarene Fraternities, Aspiring Brothers, Educational Communities,
Christian Communities, Catechists and friends of the Sa-Fa Family:

It is with joy and hope that I address the entire Sa-Fa Family on the occasion of the month of
November, a month we dedicate to remembering our Founder, Venerable Brother Gabriel Taborin. We
begin the month of November with the celebration of the 1st, the anniversary of Brother Gabriel's birth,
and we conclude it on the 24th, the anniversary of his death.

In our communities, fraternities, groups and educational works, this month is celebrated as one of
the most important commemorations of the year. I invite everyone to reinforce this celebration both
spiritually and festively. I call on Superiors, Directors and those responsible for pastoral care to ensure
that this feast is celebrated in the most appropriate way. For us, Brother Gabriel is the one chosen by
God to offer a new charism to the Church and to the world. He knew how to embody this charism with
a life dedicated to founding the Brothers of the Holy Family, who would give shape and continuity to the
charism received. Today, all of us, the Sa-Fa Family, are participants in this project of life and hope.

The Sa-Fa Family, heir to the charism of Brother Gabriel

The Sa-Fa Family is made up of many people with different vocations: Brothers, members of
fraternities and Christian communities, teachers, catechists, candidates for the Brothers, students,
friends... who identify in varying degrees with the elements that make up the life of this charismatic
Family.

During this month, we remember Brother Gabriel, not as a relic or a hero of the past, but as someone
who is still alive among us, with his insights, his example, his writings and his image. Many Brothers and
lay people have developed an emotional and spiritual identification with him that leads us to regard him
as a model of life and an intercessor in our prayers.

All of this makes Brother Gabriel a source of motivation, inspiration, and values that encourage new
projects. Evoking his figure creates unity, family, and synergies. This should encourage us to learn about
and deepen our understanding of his life and insights. Reading his biography and writings, taking the
course ‘In His Footsteps,” or visiting the places where he lived helps us to get to know him and his
charism.

More than a century and a half after his death, the Sa-Fa Family, Brothers and Laity, have taken up
the baton of history. We continue to be committed to education as a means of human promotion; we
attend to catechesis as a space where we can find the meaning of life and growth in faith; we promote
solidarity as a way of helping those in need; we foster fraternity as a form of relationship; we live the
family spirit that unifies the most diverse characters and we look to the Holy Family as a source of
humanisation and faith.

The Sa-Fa Family Assembly, which met in the first days of the General Chapter, from 16 to 22 July this
year, told us: “The Sa-Fa Family is called, in shared respect for its own vocation and identity, to safeguard
and bear witness to the charism’. An invitation to all.

We are the heirs of the charism that Brother Gabriel discovered, discerned, lived and shared. As a
fruit of the Spirit, it has been preserved over time and has been updated so that it can be welcomed and
expressed in different cultures and different vocations. Thus, we see that today it is developing and
unfolding its mission on four continents, in very diverse social and cultural contexts.

Our educational works, formation houses and catechetical activities are sources of hope and
promoters of life. Likewise, Brothers and lay people, in our communities, fraternities and groups, we
live the Nazarene-Taborian spirituality. This is the goal we set ourselves and strive for. Brother Gabriel
is at the heart of this whole ecosystem.



Brother Gabriel's charism comes to life in the people who embody it every day.

Sometimes [ wonder if Brother Gabriel would be happy with the concrete realities in which we live
and express the charism he passed on to us today. If he were to apply any method of analysis or
evaluation, he would undoubtedly find strengths and weaknesses. He would also surely give us some
messages, such as to have total trust in God, to be strong in trials, to devote ourselves passionately to
education and catechesis, to work for the Church and the family, and to promote vocations, because all
of this is what he lived with conviction and sacrifice.

If we asked him for advice, I imagine he would speak to us about humility, simplicity, poverty as
detachment, obedience as a search for God's will, or the family spirit. That is, what he himself strove to
live and offer to others. I invite you to do this exercise of imagination personally or in a group, asking
ourselves: What advice would Brother Gabriel give us? Or what insistences would he remind us of?

The charism comes to life in individuals, communities, fraternities, families and groups. Only if
someone personalises and updates Brother Gabriel's legacy does the charism remain alive; otherwise,
it dies. This should lead us to help one another to live the aspects that make up the charism: ‘prayer’:
trusting in God's love, “work”: educating, forming, catechising, serving... and ‘love’: living the spirit of
solidarity and family.

The Sa-Fa Family Assembly reminded us that ‘The Sa-Fa Family is a community:

- Charismatic, having its source in the Family of Nazareth;
- Ministerial, because each one contributes his or her service from the mission; and
- Prophetic, because it responds with hope and commitment to the challenges of our time.’

May Brother Gabriel not be just a picture on the wall but a reference point in our lives, or

may he not be a name that is pronounced or admired, but a prolonged life that is born of the Gospel
and his charism.

The Church is encouraging us to live synodality with expressions such as: walking together, living the
faith in community, or discerning and deciding together. These are expressions that fit perfectly with
Brother Gabriel's charism, as he always sought to promote a fraternal and family-like community life.
To do this, it is necessary to move from the ‘I’, which is so often claimed in these times, to the ‘we’, which,
although more demanding, is also more enriching. This will lead us to offer signs of fraternity: encounter,
welcome, listening, forgiveness, collaboration, accompaniment...

The plurality of vocations in the Sa-Fa Family asks us to promote and care for life as a vocation, based
on the principle: ‘man, created by God's love, cannot find his own fulfilment except in the sincere gift of
himself to others’ (GS 24). It is a question of discovering how each vocation unfolds this dynamic of self-
giving. To this end, let us accompany each other on the path of mutual giving with our own vocational
identity, so that the law of love touches everything we do.

A charism called to grow in everyday life

We can say that Brother Gabriel was not a man of spectacular projects or dazzling actions, but rather
a man of everyday life, like all of us. It is in our daily lives that we manifest who we are and what we
dream of. Therefore, our vocation, whatever it may be, must be expressed in concrete terms, in the
repetitiveness of life, in ordinary circumstances, in our daily work or mission, but with the meaning that
charism gives us.

The cultural break with the past that is being experienced in many places today requires us to be
creative and to seek expressions of charism in accordance with the cultural contexts in which we find
ourselves. We must discern where the leaven of life and hope is that we must welcome and develop in
order to generate spaces, experiences and attitudes in accordance with the values of our charism in
specific cultures.

Charismatic development and the Sa-Fa Family will not be possible if there are no people to
encourage, embody and promote it, like Brother Gabriel. Let us encourage ourselves to be light and salt
in the Sa-Fa Family. The Holy Spirit has entrusted this charism to us so that we may bring it to life, and
for this we have his guidance. Let us entrust to Venerable Brother Gabriel the growth of his charism,
vocations to this charism, and the life of the Sa-Fa Family.

Happy Feast Day!
Brother Francisco Javier Hernando de Frutos, AG



